
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 19TH JUNE 2003. 

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



David Brown




Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder




David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance :
 Cllr Peter Veasey, KDC.     

ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES

Cllr D Lay, WCC and PC John Davis.

ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :    J Sykes declared an interest in Item 10 due to proximity of bridleway 3 to his home.  
ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1
The Minutes of the meeting on 15th May 2003 were amended at Item 1.1 to delete J Sykes and insert T Harker: they were then proposed by J Sykes, seconded by D Brown ,  and approved.  

ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Notice of Registrable Interests (Item 3)  :   The Clerk advised that confirmation of timely receipt of all 7 Councillors’ declarations had been received from KDC.
4.2
Chestnut Tree as Upper Chute Green (Item 6.3) :    The KDC arboricultural officer’s advice, previously circulated, was discussed.   It was decided that a decision on action should be postponed until the November meeting: this would also be timely for the 2004/05 Precept. 

4.3
Council Notice Board (Item 9.1) :  The Clerk confirmed receipt of an anonymous donation of £416.50 to cover the Vat Excl cost of the new Notice Board.

4.4
Notice Boards (Item 9.3) :  The Clerk confirmed an entry in the Chute Chronicle.
4.5
Emergency Planning (Item 10.1) :  The Clerk confirmed issue of the letter of appointment to Bill Withall but that he was now, due to circumstances beyond his control, unable to accept.  A formal letter was on the way to the Chair.   It was agreed that all should seek to find a further candidate – for review at next meeting.
4.6
Ambulance Service (Item 11) :   The Clerk advised that Wiltshire Ambulance Service had confirmed that a representative would attend the 31 July Meeting – this would be to advise on their deployment and tasking strategies, not to discuss individual events  - this was agreed to be acceptable.    
4.7
Format of 31 July Meeting (Item 11) :   The Chair proposed that a firm time of 8.15pm should be set for the adjournment of the Council Meeting so that the public could be encouraged to attend and take an active part in the briefing/discussion of the Ambulance Service.  This was agreed:  the Meeting to be technically adjourned so that it could be continued after the Ambulance Service briefing if necessary.  Clerk to liaise with Ambulance Service and to place advert for Public meeting in July Chronicle.  Action : Clerk
4.8
King George’s Playing Field  (KGPF) (Item 13.2)   The Chair confirmed he had written to the the KGPF Committee as agreed.  
4.9
Gift Vouchers for Youth (Item 13.3)      It was agreed that, given target age group intended by NWDC , the vouchers should be used to the benefit of the Youth and/or Sunday Clubs.  B Withers took possession of the vouchers and agreed to liaise with Committees of both and to advise the Clerk of the result/use so that the donors, NWDC, may be told. Action: B Withers
4.10
Councillors Special Interests (Item 13.5) :    It was agreed that the special interests of all councillors together with their telephone/e.mail addresses should be published in the Chronicle. Action : Clerk 

4.11
Visit from TDC Outreach Officer  The Clerk advised that Mike Winterbourne had confirmed his intention to attend the 18 September meeting to explain his function.

4.12
Audit (Item 13.8) :  The Clerk was asked if he could arrange for Mrs N Orlick to complete the Internal Audit of the FY 2002/03 accounts by mid-July so that the Accounts could be presented for acceptance at the 31 July Meeting.  Action: Clerk

4.13
Insurance of Notice Boards  :  The Clerk advised that he still awaited a value for the .community board – he would progress this action.

ITEM 5 :
FINANCE
5.1
FY 2002/03 Budget.   After discussion, acceptance of the final FY2002/03 Outturn was proposed by J Sykes, seconded by N Conder, and agreed.


5.2
FY 2003/04 Budget.  The circumstances leading to the unallocated status of a sum of £750 were discussed and accepted.  It was agreed that the most likely candidate for at least part of this seemed to be the costs of specialist advice on the Chestnut Tree at Upper Chute – see Item 4.2 above.  The Clerk advised that,  whether used in-year or carried over to 2004/05,  the sum had to be allocated in time for the determination of the Precept for next year.   It was agreed that this item be scheduled for final decision at the November Meeting. Action : Clerk .   Acceptance of the proposed Budget and associated risk assessment was then proposed by J Sykes, seconded by D Brown, and agreed.  
5.3
After some discussion of the way in which the Council monitored and controlled it’s costs and budget,   it was agreed that it would be helpful if the previous year’s figures could be shown on the Budget statements (without explanatory notes) in addition to those for the in-year Precept. The Clerk/RFO  agreed to introduce this practice.   Action : Clerk 
5.4
Clerk’s Working Hours :  The latest average hours of 9.85 p/w was noted.   The Clerk gave a summary of the history of this item for the benefit of new Members and noted that no action would be proposed until the September Meeting.   J Sykes undertook to conduct a spot check review to provide assurance that the work and associated hours were reasonable.  Action J Sykes & Clerk
ITEM 6 :  RECYCLING FACILITIES
6.1
The Clerk advised that although KDC were introducing a kerbside recycling service this would not extend to rural areas for economic/environmental cost reasons. They were therefore happy in principle to look at the provision of a recycling bank in Chute: appropriate potential sites should be proposed.   He also advised that the Long family had been approached and had expressed no objection to the location of such a facility at the Cross Keys Inn.

6.2
It was agreed to support the Cross Keys application for such a bank and the Clerk was instructed to take this forward with KDC subject to the condition that the two immediate neighbours should be consulted over the precise location of the recycling bank containers.Action: Clerk
6.3
It was also agreed that the success/use of the bank should be reviewed after 6 months experience with a view to possibility of other locations in the Parish.
ITEM 7 : PROVISION FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
7.1
The long standing practice of adjourning a meeting to allow a parishioner to speak on any matter of concern was agreed fully supported but it was decided that the formality and inflexibility of defining the circumstances, duration etc in Standing Orders was inappropriate.

ITEM 8 : LENGTHSMEN TEAM VISIT
 8.1
The role of the Clerk as co-ordinator was noted and it was agreed to notify him of any significant tasks for the team to undertake during their 7/8 July visit.    Action : All
 ITEM 9 : SEKCAF AND TIDWORTH C.A PLAN
9.1
D Brown reported on the latest SEKCAF meeting and the problems associated with the application of Hampshire addresses and telephone numbers were noted for exploration with the Ambulance Service representative on 31st July.
9.2
D Brown also explained the background to the Tidworth Community Area organisation and the consultative issue of their draft Plan - currently on distribution.  The importance of the Council taking a positive role was agreed and that a representative should attend the Consultative Meeting on 1 July .  In D Brown’s absence overseas the Chair would attempt to arrange or provide cover. Action : Chair
ITEM 10 :  BRIDLEWAY 3 – CONTACT WITH WCC
10.1
After lengthy review it was decided that a watching brief should continue to be  maintained but that no further action was appropriate at this time.

ITEM 11 : VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT (VDS)  
11.1
The potential value of the VDS, once accepted as Supplementary Planning Guidance by KDC, was discussed and it was hoped that hard working VDS Team would take action forward. The Chair advised that Ms Lisa Jackson had now joined the Team and it was hoped that her experience and effort would enable the exercise to move ahead.

 ITEM 12 :  TIBBS MEADOW SOUTH BOUNDARY – ‘FIELD HEDGE’
12.1
D Brown reported that several of the trees near the bus shelter had been ring-barked and presumably would die – an offence carrying a hefty fine - culprit unknown.  The Clerk confirmed that he had advised KDC and that the trees would be inspected soon.  The Clerk outlined the history of this stretch of ‘field hedging’ and noted that the new saplings planted by Shaftesbury HA last year had been destroyed/removed.  
12.2
Y Bradbury reported that two residents whose house backed onto that boundary had inquired if the remaining scrub trees/hollies could be removed/reduced to allow adequate light into their principal rooms and garden.  The Clerk indicated that KDC, whose authority was required for any such work, might well offer an opinion on the remains of the ‘field hedge’ when the made their inspection (see above).
12.3
It was noted that there was some uncertainty over whether the hedge was within the SHA boundary: also that ownership of the strip of ground between the boundary and the road needed to be, believed to be common land, needed to be checked.  It was agreed that the KDC report would be awaited and, in the meantime, the Clerk should draft a letter approaching the residents on the southern boundary and seeking their views on the ‘field hedge’.
 ITEM 13 :   ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
13.1
The Clerk conveyed the KDC returning Officer’s request for completed election expenses forms – NIL returns were apparently required. The Chair felt strongly that this was an example of totally unnecessary bureaucracy and agreed to write to the Returning Officer to that effect. 

Action - Chair

13.2
The Clerk advised that KDC had levied an unexpected charge of £33.50 for uncontested election expenses.  Although too late for the Agenda, payment was authorised since the cost was one applied by KDC  rather than one incurred by the Parish Council.
13.3      Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for the 31st July 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting..
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Signed


Dated


